
 

     Stathelle 14.9.2020 
 

 

Til presidentene i D2290 

Forslag til lovendringer, sak til distrikt 2290s Årsmøte 2020 
 
Rotarys lover og vedtekter legger rammene for hvordan Rotary International (RI) 
samlet og de enkelte klubber skal fungere. De er samlet i Manual of Procedure og kan 
lastes ned fra www.rotary.org 
 

Rotarys lovgivende forsamling 

Council on Legislation (CoL) 
CoL er Rotarys parlament. Det møtes hvert 3. år for å behandle forslag til 
lovendringer. Lovendringer er konkrete forslag til endring av tekst i Rotarys 
rammeverk (se eget avsnitt). Hvert distrikt er representert med 1 delegat som velges 
for 3 år. Neste CoL gjennomføres våren 2022. Frist for innsendelse av 
endringsforslag fra distriktene er 31.12.2020.  

Council on Resolutions (CoR) 
I tillegg til CoL møtes Rotarys lovråd via internett årlig for å behandle resolusjoner. 
Resolusjoner er anmodninger til styret i Rotary International eller The Rotary 
Foundation utenfor ansvarsområdet til rammeverket. Det kan f.eks. være forslag om 
å legge til et nytt fokusområde innenfor The Rotary Foundation. 
Resolusjonsforslagene behandles av CoL-representantene i en web-basert løsning i 
oktober/november. Frist for forslag fra distriktene var 30.6.2020.  

Rammeverket for Rotarys virksomhet består av 4 deler: 
• Rotary International Constitution: RIs lover som krever 2/3 flertall for å 

kunne endres. 
• Rotary International Bylaws: RIs vedtekter som legger de praktiske rammer 

for alle Rotary aktiviteter. 
• Standard Rotary Club Constitution: Klubb-lover – et regelverk som er 

obligatorisk og likt for alle klubber. 
• Rotary Club Bylaws: Klubb-vedtekter hvor klubbene kan lage tilpasninger til 

sin virksomhet så lenge de ikke bryter med RIs lover og vedtekter. 
 
 



Hvordan fremme forslag til CoL  
Endringsforslag fremmes av distrikter eller klubber, men klubbforslag må støttes av 
distriktet. I praksis vil det si at forslag til endring av rammeverket må behandles på 
distriktets Årsmøte i oktober 2020. Klubbene er invitert til å komme med forslag 
gjennom presentasjoner på Presidentsamling, PETS og gjennom brev. Det er ikke 
kommet inn noen forslag fra klubbene. De norske lovrådsrepresentantene 
samarbeider og har kommet frem til fire forslag som her fremmes for Årsmøtet for 
beslutning. 
 

Endringsforslag til beslutning: 
1. RI Constitution Article 6, Section 2 (RIs grunnlov). (Vedlegg 1) 

Dette er et lovforslag som gjelder hvordan RI skal rapportere til klubbene. RI 
har ikke noe forum for meningsutveksling om utviklingen av organisasjonen, 
verken som kommentarer til styrets beslutninger eller eksplisitte økonomiske 
spørsmål. Derfor foreslås det at rapporter mm, omtale i Manual of Procedure, 
skal gis både på Convention og til CoL.  

 
 

2. RI Bylaws 5.010 Duties of the Board (RIs vedtekter) (Vedlegg 2) 
Organiseringen av Rotarys administrasjon har vært uendret i mange år.  
Vi har imidlertid fått nye strategier for å møte en verden i rask forandring, og 
den administrative strukturen burde få en tilsvarende gjennomgang. Det 
foreslås derfor at RIs administrasjon skal ha en ekstern gjennomgang med 
jevne mellomrom, slik at den er tilpasset et moderne samfunn samtidig som 
den fremmer Rotarys mål. 

 
3.  og 4. RI BYLAWS 5.080. Terms and Qualifications of Directors (Vedlegg 

3) og 16.020. Qualifications of a Governor (Vedlegg 4) 
Begge lovforslagene er utformet for at yngre, engasjerte rotarianere skal ha 
mulighet til å bli valgt inn i RIs styre. Dagens krav til ansiennitet anses som 
unødvendig høye. 

 
 
Med vennlig hilsen 

 
PDG Ingrid Grandum Berget 
Representant til CoL, D2290 
  



Vedlegg 1 

Proposed Enactment  

Proposer(s): District 2290, Norway 

Endorsed by: District 2290 through District Conference  xx.xx. 2020 

To amend the Constitution of Rotary International as follows: 

Article 6 Board of Directors 

 
Section 2 -Powers. The affairs and funds of RI shall be under the direction and 
control of the board in conformity with this constitution and the bylaws and the 
Illinois General Not-for-Profit Corporations Act of 1986, and any amendments 
thereto. In exercising such direction and control over the funds of RI, the board may, 
as fixed by the budget or budgets provided for in the bylaws, expend in any fiscal year 
the current income and such amount from the RI reserve as may be necessary to 
accomplish the purpose of RI. The board shall report to the next convention and the 
members of the council on legislation as to the special conditions under which 
expenditure have been made from the reserve. The board shall at no time incur an 
indebtedness in excess of the net assets of RI. 
 
                  (End of Text) 

 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT 

The RI Board’ enactment proposal to the 2019 Council on Legislation, to reduce using 
the Convention for any deliberations and any voting. As a consequence of the decision 
at the CoL the Convention should not be used as the sole forum for reports and vital 
information in general, and in particular not for any fiscal matters. 
RI does not have any forum for exchange of views regarding the development of the 
organization, neither as response related to Board decisions nor explicit financial 
issues  
Thus, it is proposed to move reports etc. mention in the MoP to be reported to the 
Convention as well as the members of the Council on Legislation for deliberations as 
well as open for comments. 
If this enactment is approved, it will provide RI with a forum for direct feedback to 
the Board from all over the world, as well as in general increase the overall interest 
and knowledge about the Board activities in the clubs and districts.  
 
 
 
  



Vedlegg 2 
 
Proposed Enactment  

Proposer(s): District 2290, Norway 

Endorsed by: District 2290 through District Conference  xx.xx. 2020 

To amend the BYLAWS of Rotary International as follows: 

Article 5 Board of Directors 

5.010.Duties of the Board 

5.010.4. Review of Governance Structure 
The board shall retain, no less often than every 12 years, an outside professional 
consulting firm or firms to undertake a comprehensive review of the corporate 
governance structure of RI and report the findings and recommendations to the next 
Council on Legislation.   
 
 
              (End of Text) 

 
 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT 

The corporate governance structure of RI has remained unchanged for many years 
and needs modification. New strategies have been developed to meet a fast-changing 
world. The governance structure needs a similar attention. To always be relevant, the 
organizational structure must be reviewed at regular intervals. The organizational 
structure must continually be adjusted so that it does not act dismissively on new 
young members and new leaders while at the same time ensuring that it promotes 
Rotary’s goals. 
          

  



Vedlegg 3 

Proposed enactment   

Proposer(s): District 2290, Norway 

Endorsed by: District 2290 through District Conference xx.xx. 2020 

To amend the BYLAWS of Rotary International as follows: 

5.080. Terms and Qualifications of Directors. 

5.080.1. Terms. 

Directors serve a term of two years, beginning 1 July in the year next following their 
election, or until their successors are elected.  

5.080.2. Qualifications. 

A candidate shall have served a full term as governor before being proposed for 
director (unless the board determines that shorter service suffices), and at least three 
years must have elapsed since the candidate’s service as governor. The candidate 
shall have attended at least two Rotary institutes and one convention in the 36-month 
period before being proposed. No person who served a full term as director, as 
defined in the bylaws or as determined by the board, may again be a director except 
as president or president-elect. 

               (End of Text) 

 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT 

With the current election criteria as regards the zone sectioning, and timeline for 
becoming a leader within Rotary, Rotary senior leaders may not reflect Rotary 
membership in age or gender. The current tenure qualifications for no qualification- 
or skills-based reasons, may exclude engaged, qualified Rotarians to take on 
leadership positions, because they may have to wait for many years for no obvious 
reasons. Rotarians have repeatedly expressed the need for engaged, younger and 
more diverse leadership at the zone level and Rotary International Board, to ensure 
the strong future of the organisation and to help attract engaged, younger and more 
diverse members. 

Removing the requirement that at least three years must have elapsed, will expand 
the range of qualified Rotarians, enable younger members to serve as leaders in 
Rotary International, and inspire engaged, qualified members to seek out leadership 
roles at senior level of Rotary International. 

  



Vedlegg 4 

Proposed enactment   

Proposer(s): District 2290, Norway 

Endorsed by: District 2290 through District Conference  xx.xx. 2020 

To amend the BYLAWS of Rotary International as follows: 

Article 16 Districts 

16.020. Qualifications of a Governor 

Unless excused by the board, a governor, when taking office, must have attended the 
international assembly for its full duration, have been a Rotarian for at least seven 
years and continue to possess the qualifications in section 16.010. 

                   (End of Text) 

 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT 

Due to the timeline for becoming a leader within Rotary, Rotary senior leaders may 
not reflect Rotary membership in age. The current tenure qualifications for no 
qualifications-, or skills-based reasons, may exclude engaged and in other ways 
qualified Rotarians to take on leadership positions, because they may have to wait for 
many years for no obvious reasons. Rotarians have repeatedly expressed the need for 
engaged, younger and more diverse leadership at the district and zone level, to ensure 
the strong future of the organisation and to help attract engaged, younger and more 
diverse members. 

Removing the requirement that a candidate must have been a Rotarian for at least 
seven years, will expand the range of qualified Rotarians, enable younger members to 
serve as leaders in Rotary International, and inspire engaged, and in other ways 
qualified members to seek out leadership roles. 
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